
September 25, 2020 

 

Chairman Thomas Golden 
State House, Room 473B 
Boston, MA, 02133 
 
Representative Patricia Haddad 
State House Room 370 
Boston, MA, 02133 
 
Representative Bradley Jones 
State House, Room 124 
Boston, MA, 02133 

Chairman Mike Barrett 
State House, Room 109-D 
Boston, MA, 02133 
 
Senator Cynthia Creem 
State House, Room 312-A 
Boston, MA, 02133 
 
Senator Patrick O’Connor 
State House, Room 419 
Boston, MA, 02133 

 

RE: Biomass Energy and Environmental Justice Concerns in H.4933/S.2500  
 
Dear Chairman Barrett, Chairman Golden, and Honorable Members of the Climate Conference 
Committee: 
 
We, the undersigned organizations, who work on public health, environmental justice, clean and 
affordable energy, climate change, and environmental protection in Massachusetts, are writing to express 
our concerns about a provision in the House 2050 Roadmap bill that would seriously undermine the 
success of this climate legislation, and must be amended or removed. 
 
Specifically, Section 15 of H.4933 creates a new greenhouse gas (GHG) emission standard for municipal 
light plants (MLPs) that would require MLPs to purchase increasing quantities of energy from “non-carbon 
emitting” sources. However, the House bill defines “non-carbon emitting” energy too broadly and 
includes a number of energy sources that emit carbon when combusted, including biomass power plants. 
Calling biomass energy “non-carbon emitting” is flawed for multiple reasons: 
 

1) It’s scientifically wrong. Biomass power plants are major sources of carbon dioxide emissions. 
Wood-burning power plants emit 50% more carbon dioxide from their smokestacks than coal 
plants, for the same amount of electricity generated, along with large quantities of co-pollutants. 
 
2) It conflicts with state policy. Under Massachusetts’ Clean Energy Standard, only hydro, 
nuclear, ocean, solar and wind power are defined as “non-emitting electricity generators.” (310 
CMR 7.75(2)) 
 
3) It undermines years of science-based policy-making in our Commonwealth. Massachusetts 
uses stringent, science-based criteria for determining whether biomass power plants can qualify 
for the state’s Renewable Portfolio Standard (RPS) that were developed through an extensive 
rulemaking process. The Alternate Portfolio Standard statute for renewable heating technologies 
also contains strict criteria for inclusion of woody biomass.  
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4) It creates a new incentive for biomass plants that are too polluting to qualify for renewable 
energy credits under Massachusetts’ current RPS rules, thus undermining the Commonwealth’s 
climate goals. The House bill would allow any biomass power plant to qualify for the new MLP 
standard, no matter what type of fuel it burns or how polluting and inefficient. 

 
In addition to the climate impacts, we are extremely concerned about the environmental justice 
impacts of this proposal. This legislation would pave the way for the construction of a 42-megawatt 
wood-burning power plant in an environmental justice community in East Springfield. The proposed 
Palmer project would be the largest biomass plant in Massachusetts, but it has not been able to secure 
financing primarily because it is too polluting to qualify for Massachusetts’ renewable energy 
subsidies. If the language in H.4933 Section 15 calling biomass “non-carbon emitting energy” is not 
removed, it will provide a clear incentive for municipalities to purchase power from Palmer biomass, 
potentially providing the green light for Palmer to receive the financing it needs to begin construction. 
 
Springfield residents are already suffering disproportionately from air pollution and inadequate access 
to health care, two risk factors that have been linked to increased risk of Covid-19 fatalities.  For the 
past two years, Springfield has been named the “Asthma Capital of the USA,” based on sky-rocketing 
asthma rates, emergency room visits, and asthma-related deaths, and the American Lung Association 
has given Springfield failing grades for its air quality. If built, the Palmer biomass plant would worsen 
an already dire situation by emitting more than 200 tons per year of fine particulates, nitrogen oxides, 
sulfur dioxide, heavy metals, carcinogens, and other harmful air pollutants out its smokestack, plus 
additional air pollution from truckloads of wood delivered to the facility and dust from wood fuel and 
ash stored on site. 
 
We stand in solidarity with Springfield residents and environmental justice groups who have been fighting 
the proposed Palmer biomass plant for more than a decade. Springfield already has more than its fair 
share of polluting facilities and should not become a “sacrifice zone” to produce dirty power that will be 
sold to municipalities elsewhere in the state as part of a new MLP greenhouse gas standard.  
 
Our groups support either of the following options in the final negotiated climate package: 

 
1) Remove the definition of “non-carbon emitting sources” and require that only resources that 
are qualified under MA’s RPS or meet the definition of “non-emitting sources” in MA’s Clean 
Energy Standard can be eligible for the MLP greenhouse gas emission standard; or, 
 
2) Remove the MLP greenhouse gas emission standard entirely. 

 
Thank you for your leadership on climate change and prioritizing clean energy this session with the 
passage of S.2500 and H.4933. We urge the conference committee to advance just and equitable 
climate solutions that support the Global Warming Solution Act’s goal of reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions 80% by 2050 while protecting public health, and not adding more pollution in communities 
that are already overburdened. 
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Thank you very much for your consideration of our concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Dr. Mary S. Booth, President 
Partnership for Policy Integrity 
Pelham, MA 

 

Marty Nathan, MD, Convener 
2degrees 
Northampton, MA 
 
Ken McDonnell, Member Representative 
350 Central Massachusetts 
Worcester, MA 
 
Executive Committee 
350 Massachusetts for a Better Future 
Mendon, MA 
 
Al Blake, Coordinator 
350 Massachusetts-Berkshires 
Becket, MA 
 
Julie Akeret, Director 
Akeret Films 
Leeds, MA 
 
Tanisha Arena, Executive Director 
Arise for Social Justice 
Springfield, MA 
 
Laura Bentz, Founding Member 
Bee Friendly Williamstown 
Williamstown, MA 
 
Jane Winn, Executive Director 
Berkshire Environmental Action Team (BEAT) 
Pittsfield, MA 
 
Adam Sacks, Executive Director 
Biodiversity For a Livable Climate 
Cambridge, MA 

 
 

Jennifer Wexler, President 
Canton Residents for a Sustainable, Equitable 
Future 
Canton, MA 
 
Heather Miller, Esq.,  
General Counsel and Policy Director 
Charles River Watershed Association 
Charles River Watershed, MA 
 
Elizabeth Saunders, Massachusetts Director 
Clean Water Action 
Boston, MA 
 
Susan Theberge, Convener 
Climate Action Now Western MA 
Northampton, MA 
 
Regina LaRocque 
Climate Code Blue 
Somerville, MA 
 
Debbie New, Creative Director 
Climate Finance Action 
Cambridge, MA 
 
Sylvia Broude, Executive Director 
Community Action Works Campaigns 
Statewide, MA 
 
Janet Sinclair 
Concerned Citizens of Franklin County 
Greenfield, MA 
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Alyssa Rayman-Read, VP and Director, CLF 
Massachusetts 
Conservation Law Foundation 
Boston, MA 
 
Lynn Benander, President 
Co-op Power 
Florence, MA 
 
Maiyim Baron, Leadership Team 
Elders Climate Action - Massachusetts Chapter 
Brookline, MA 
 
Ben Hellerstein, State Director 
Environment Massachusetts 
Boston, MA 
 
Nancy Goodman, Vice President for Policy 
Environmental League of Massachusetts 
Boston, MA 
 
Bob Armstrong, Chair 
FCCPR Climate Change Task Force 
Greenfield, MA 

 
Robert T. Leverett, President 
Friends of Mohawk Trail State Forest 
Florence, MA 
 
Elizabeth Pols, Co-Founder 
Friends of the Pelham Hills 
Belchertown, MA 
 
Lynne S. Champion, Member 
GRACE (Greater Reading Alliance for Clean Energy) 
Reading, MA 
 
Anna Linakis Baker, Executive Director 
Greater Boston Physicians for Social Responsibility 
Brookline, MA 
 
Gail Page, Chair 
Green Sanctuary, Climate Justice Group of the 
Unitarian Universalist Church of Reading 
Reading, MA 

 

Ellen Moyer, Ph.D., P.D., Principal 
Greenvironment, LLC 
Montgomery, MA 
 
Jessica Dils, Steering Committee 
Greylock Together 
Williamstown, MA 
 
Jean O'Neil, Chair 
Indivisible Williamsburg 
Williamsburg, MA 
 
Cindy Rowe, Executive Director 
Jewish Alliance for Law and Social Action 
Statewide, MA 
 
Rabbi Katy Allen, President, pro tem 
Jewish Climate Action Network – MA 
Boston, MA 
 
Kirstin Beatty, Co-Chair 
Last Tree Laws 
Holyoke, MA 
 
Judy Zaunbrecher and Elizabeth Foster Nolan, Co-
Presidents 
The League of Women Voters of Massachusetts 
Carlisle, MA 
 
Samantha Hamilton, Program Manager 
Live Well Springfield 
Springfield, MA 
 
Michele Marantz, Chairperson 
Longmeadow Pipeline Awareness Group 
Longmeadow, MA 
 
Glen A. Ayers, President 
Mass Forest Rescue 
Greenfield, MA 
 
Sarah Dooling, Executive Director 
Massachusetts Climate Action Network 
Boston, MA 
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Rev. Fred Small, Executive Director 
Massachusetts Interfaith Power & Light 
Waban, MA 
 
Lily Huang and Alicia Fleming, Co-Executive 
Directors 
Massachusetts Jobs with Justice 
Springfield and Jamaica Plain, MA 
 
Felicia Mednick, Coordinator 
Mothers Out Front, Amherst 
Amherst, MA 
 
Ania Camargo, Leadership Team member 
Mothers Out Front, Boston 
Boston, MA 
 
Andra Rose, Leadership Team member 
Mothers Out Front, Massachusetts 
Statewide, MA 
 
Zulmalee Rivera-Delgado and Katie Talbot, 
Organizers 
Neighbor to Neighbor Massachusetts 
Springfield/Holyoke, MA 
 
Rosemary Wessel, Program Director 
No Fracked Gas in Mass 
Pittsfield, MA 
 
Birgitta McAlevey, president 
No Sharon Gas Pipeline | Clean Energy Now 
Sharon, MA 
 
Karen Martin, Chair 
North Parish UU Climate Justice Task Force 
North Andover, MA 
 
Eben Bein, New England Field Coordinator 
Our Climate 
Cambridge, MA 
 
Dr. Mary S. Booth, President 
Partnership for Policy Integrity 
Pelham, MA 
 

 

Sarita Hudson, Director 
Pioneer Valley Asthma Coalition 
Springfield, MA 
 
Kathryn R. Eiseman, President 
Pipe Line Awareness Network for the Northeast 
Cummington, MA 
 
Jeanne Krieger, Director 
Progressive Democrats of Massachusetts (PDM) 
Lexington, MA 
 

Sarita Hudson, Director of Programs and 
Development 
Public Health Institute of Western Massachusetts 
Springfield, MA 

 
Michael Kellett, Executive Director 
RESTORE: The North Woods 
Concord, MA 
 
Anya Klepacki, Coordinator 
Rust Temple 
Easthampton, MA 
 
Stan Franzeen, Vice Chair 
Salem Alliance for the Environment 
Salem, MA 
 
Deb Pasternak, Director 
Sierra Club, Massachusetts Chapter 
Boston, MA 
 
Cynthia Pease, Co-Chair, Social Justice Commission 
Episcopal Diocese of Western Massachusetts 
Springfield, MA 
 
Wendy M. Graca, President 
South Coast Neighbors United 
New Bedford, MA 
 
Susan Theberge, Steering Committee Member 
Springfield Climate Justice Coalition 
Springfield, MA 
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Sarah Reyes, Hub Coordinator 
Sunrise Hampden County 
Longmeadow, MA 
 
Judeth Van Hamm, President 
Sustainable South Shore 
Hull, MA 
 
Mary Gard, Leadership Team member 
Sustainable Wellesley 
Wellesley, MA 
 
Don Ogden, Producer/Co-host 
The Enviro Show 
Florence, MA 
 
Patricia Hynes, Director 
Traprock Center for Peace and Justice 
Greenfield, MA 
 
Claire Miller, Movement Building Director 
Unitarian Universalist Mass Action 
Statewide, MA 
 
Verne McArthur,  
Unitarian Universalist Society of Greater Springfield 
Springfield, MA 
 
Laurel Facey, Member 
Wendell State Forest Alliance 
Wendell, MA 
 
Wendy Penner, Chairperson 
Williamstown COOL (CO2 Lowering) Committee 
Williamstown, MA 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


